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Upcoming Events
October 16

ASVAB Administration

Connors Coffee and Connect

October 16
FAFSA Workshop

HHS 6:30 PM

October 24
Hoboken High School

College Fair

Early Dismissal - 
Students Only 

K-6 Parent Teacher Conferences

Hoboken High School 
Showcase of Excellence

Oct 29 - Nov 7
Brandt Scholastic Bookfair

October 31
Halloween 

Elementary School 
Halloween Parades

November 3
SAT Administration 

Hoboken High School 

November 8-9
Schools Closed -

NJEA Convention

October 12, 2018

Social Media

Digital Backpack
Facebook

Twitter
Mobile Application

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I can’t believe the leaves on the trees are already changing colors! September 
has flown by and we are making our way through the month of October just 
as quickly.  

Across the district last week, our schools recognized the Week of Respect. 
Hoboken High School students shared uplifting and inspirational messages 
with each other, Hoboken Middle School students were recognized for 
being “Caught Being Kind,” and our very own Brandt Bear teamed up with 
Batman and Robin! At each of our schools, lessons were carefully designed 
and delivered in order to exemplify the importance of respecting and caring 
for others. I want to commend all of our students who went above and 
beyond, not only during the Week of Respect, but who continue to help 
make our school district the wonderful learning community that it is.

I’d like to once again thank all of our parents and guardians who joined us 
at our Hoboken High School and Hoboken Middle School Back to School 
Night events. Cultivating a positive connection between home and school 
is critical to each student’s success, and events like these help us achieve 
that goal. If you missed us at Back to School Night, don’t worry! We have a 
number of upcoming events that will showcase our schools. 

I’d also like to thank the Hoboken Family Alliance for holding their annual 
All Schools Open House at Hoboken High School on Tuesday evening. 
There were approximately 30 schools in attendance, including all of our 
public schools. I really enjoyed welcoming and engaging with the Hoboken 
Community and meeting so many new and prospective families. 

All Middle School and High School families are cordially invited to attend 
our second annual Hoboken High School and Middle School Family 
Engagement event on Saturday, October 13th from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM at 
the Monroe Gardens Community Room. This event will provide parents and 
guardians with the opportunity to ask questions of our school principals and 
guidance counselors, learn how to use our Genesis and Naviance Portals, 
and learn more about both our vibrant Middle and High Schools.

The Hoboken High School Guidance Department has been extra busy this 
month. First, our fourth Rutgers Pre-Medical Honors cohort kicked off the 
2018 program last Wednesday. The Rutgers Pre Med Honors Program is 
designed to identify and encourage the most qualified high school students 
to consider careers in medicine and the health sciences. Each Wednesday, 
students from Hoboken High School travel to Rutgers University, where they 
learn from some of the brightest minds in the medical field. We are so proud 
of our students, and we are eagerly looking forward to what the rest of the 
year will bring!

The PSAT was administered to all 9th through 11th grade students at 
Hoboken High School this week. I know our students have been preparing 
diligently, and we are looking forward to seeing their continued success. 
If you’d like to learn more about the PSAT, be sure to join us for our PSAT 
Score Interpretation Family Workshop, scheduled for January 2019, after 
scores are released. 

Our Redwing Senior Class members have been immersed in various college 
workshops over the last two weeks, that have allowed them to become 
more familiar with the College Application, hone their essay writing skills, 
and begin preparing for the process of applying for secondary education. 
This type work is critical for ensuring students are college and career ready, 
a staple of our education philosophy in Hoboken.

The Hoboken High School Guidance Department is always finding ways 
to prepare families for the future. The staff continuously offers sessions for 
students and their parents and guardians that assist with the college search 
process and career planning. At this time, I’d like to invite all of our parents 
and guardians to our upcoming annual FAFSA Family Workshop, to be held 
at Hoboken High School at 6:30 PM on October 23rd. Students and family 
will receive an in-depth overview of the FAFSA Application, as well as hands-
on assistance from our experienced team of guidance counselors.

Finally, Hoboken High School will be hosting its annual College Fair on the 
morning of October 24th, during the school day. Our upperclass students 
will have the opportunity to meet with representatives from over 60 different 
colleges and universities from across the country. For a complete listing of 
our Guidance Department events, including workshops, college visits, and 
instant decision days, please visit our 2018-2019 Guidance Calendar.

We are also very excited for our annual Hoboken High School Showcase 
of Excellence, to be held on October 24 at 7:00 PM. If you missed Back to 
School Night, or you want to get a more in-depth look at what Hoboken 
High School has to offer, this is the night to do it! Come visit and meet with 
our staff, students and administrators, and learn about our various academic 
programs, athletics, clubs, and so much more.

In conjunction with the new Read-Believe-Achieve reading incentive program 
at Hoboken Middle School, our Tigers were blessed with a very special 
guest speaker on Friday October 5th. Mr. Eric LeGrand, former Rutgers 
football standout, author, motivational speaker, and ESPY Award winner 
stopped by Hoboken Middle School to share his story and experiences 
with our students. Eric suffered a severe spinal injury while playing football 
for Rutgers University in 2010 that left him paralyzed. In the time since his 
injury, he has earned his degree in labor relations, written two books, leads 
a charity called Team LeGrand, was awarded the extremely prestigious 
Jimmy V Award for Perseverance, and above all else, continues to defy the 
odds with his recovery. Eric helped Mr. Abraham honor the winners of the 
Read Believe Achieve Challenge. I want to personally congratulate all of 
the Middle School students, who logged over 33,000 minutes of reading 
through just the month of September. This is a truly incredible feat, and I am 
confident we will see some records broken as the year goes on. I also want 
to thank Ms. Fasolino and congratulate our Tinker Hatfield Design Teams, 
who custom-painted a pair of Eric’s favorite sneakers, Nike Jordan Retro 1’s 
to present to him. I want to thank Eric for providing us with this amazing, 
humbling, inspirational event, and we look forward to seeing our new friend 
again in the near future.

I’d like to give a shoutout to Mr. Stasiak and our Rockin’ Redwings Marching 
Band. They headed into their first competition of the year last Saturday at 
the West Orange Marching Band Festival. Mr. Stasiak has his largest group 
of Rockin’ Redwings in the history of the school, with a total of 45 musicians 
this year! I could not be more proud to inform you that our Rockin’ Redwings 
were awarded First Place in the Class A category.  Congratulations to Mr. 
Stasiak, his staff, and our students. 

Our fine Athletics Department made some great strides this past week, 
as well. The Redwings football team improved to 3-2 with a big win over 
Glen Ridge last week. It was so nice to see so many people come out and 
support the team at JFK Stadium. I remain so impressed by our marching 
band, color guard and cheerleaders as they demonstrated their school 
spirit and showed off their own talents on the field. Please also join me 
in congratulating Ewan Sanchez and Amir Goodwin, two Hoboken High 
School athletes who have been nominated for awards based on their stellar 
performances so far this season. Amir was nominated by his football coaches 
for USA Football’s Heart of a Giant Award for Week 5 of the season, and 
now he needs our votes. You can vote for Amir until October 27th using this 
link: https://www2.usafootball.com/poll_management/userpoll/20. Ewan is 
a soccer player at Hoboken High who has been named to NJ.com’s list of 
top freshman in the state. You can vote for Ewan using this link: https://
www.nj.com/hssn-mms/2018/10/boys_soccer_top_frosh.html. Finally, I’d 
like to extend a reminder to our Hoboken High School families that online 
registration for the winter sports season will be open on Monday. The link 
can be found here, and on our website under Athletics > High School Sports 
Registration.

I hope that you have a wonderful and relaxing weekend.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools
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Early Childhood Education☑

Hoboken High School’s 4th Rutgers University Pre Medical Honors Program Cohort. Students dive into this 8 
week opportunity and take full advantage of all the program has to offer. We are so proud of you! 

A glimpse into Hoboken HS - NJIT Dual Credit class analyzing American Fire; AP Literature reading & 
annotating Japanese Quince; English I comparing The Immigrant Contribution & A Quilt of a Country; 

another Engnigh I class working on a close reading of Absolute True Diary of An American Indian

Students at Brandt Elementary School discussed “Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon” during the Week of 
Respect and started the Standing Tall Against Bullying Challenge! 

Hoboken High School 
Hoboken Middle School 

Family Engagement Event 
Saturday, October 13th 12:00 - 3:00 

Monroe Gardens Community Room 
221 Jackson Street

Hoboken Middle Sch 

Event Sponsored By: 
The West Side Women  

& 
Hoboken School District Administration 

Dr. Christine Johnson, Superintendent Hoboken School District 
Ms. Robin Piccapietra, Principal, Hoboken High School 

Mr.  Harold Abraham, Principal,  Hoboken Middle School 

Please join us for light refreshments and a dialogue about the upcoming school year! 

Could not be more proud of Hoboken Middle School's Read Believe Achieve initiative. Over 33,000 minutes 
of reading were logged by Hoboken Middle School Students during the month of September. Students, staff, 

Principal Abraham & PTO all committed to reaching new heights! 
Special thank you to Mr. Eric LeGrand for inspiring and motivating us!

Special thank you to the Hoboken Family Alliance, for holding their annual All Schools Open House at 
Hoboken High School on Tuesday evening. There were approximately 30 schools in attendance, including all 
of our public schools. Our staff had a great time welcoming and engaging with the Hoboken community, and 

meeting so many new and prospective families!

Yoga in Hoboken Public School District's Passport to Learning After School Program...our 
Kindergarten - 2nd grade students focusing on body and mind! 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ceZhL7I934ltGRHpZPmC8TQN8k8dUQk4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1t0G-qI39GIuXaQxohHNDIeDmAtwybJNv
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pylvMadoBrptHaidTILOTduRlqQAGbNX
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1AHBuozzGaGdtDIj6b470ZcktqrwOKQdG
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EjywYdtgx5e3-p3cdRJYDZeTe13on6fd
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NsvsiL1H-cjR5OOvA7PxOPkGFTk7Kemw
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/community_relations/digital_backpack
http://www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools
http://www.twitter.com/hobokenschools
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Community%20Relations/HPSD%20Mobile%20App.pdf
https://www2.usafootball.com/poll_management/userpoll/20
https://www.familyid.com/organizations/hoboken-high-school
http://www.hobokenpef.org
http://www.hobokenpef.org
http://www.hobokenpef.org/join-us
https://hobokenpef.z2systems.com/np/clients/hobokenpef/donation.jsp?campaign=8&
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3OKqcAKQIPg37InJHyJAFe0rxWmcx59/view?usp=sharing

